Callahan House Investigation
Saturday, March 15th, 2014
18:00-04:00
Full moon, clear skies.
BCPRS Attendees
Joey Stanford
Richard Estep
Kira and Seth Woodmansee
Linda and Jason Fellon
Anna Choate
Sean Rice (probationary)
Catlyn Keenan (probationary)
TOS Investigations Attendees
Randy and Robbin Schneider
Bob Waddell
Mindy Waddell
Various unaffiliated observers from the City of Longmont, who graciously allowed us to investigate
this location.
Background
The Callahan House is a historically designated Victorian home built in 1892, given to the City of
Longmont by T.M. and Alice Callahan. T.M. Callahan was born in Illinois in 1857. Although trained as a
teacher, in his early years he was an itinerant photographer. He married Alice Barnett in 1886.
Together they moved to Longmont in 1889 and opened a small dry goods store on Main Street called
"The Golden Rule". Their only child, Raymond, was born in Longmont in 1894.
As his business prospered, he opened the "Golden Rule" stores throughout the Rocky Mountain states
and Pacific Coast states. One of Mr. Callahan's employees went on to national fame. J.C. Penney took
a job with Callahan after his butcher shop failed. The first store under the J.C. Penney name was in
Longmont, Colorado.
The Callahan House was built in 1892 by James Wiggins for J.K. Sweeny. The two-story red brick
structure, with Lyons sandstone corners and sills, had four rooms on each floor and a full basement.
T.M. Callahan purchased the house in 1896. After buying the home from Sweeny, a number of
modernizations were made, including a hot water system, central heating system, electricity and
indoor plumbing, along with new paint or wallpaper throughout the house.
In 1906 another phase of rehabilitation began with a two-story addition to the east side of the house,
which doubled the size of the house. The original kitchen became the formal dining room and a new

kitchen with butler's pantry was part of the addition. In the southeast corner of the first floor was an
office for T.M. Callahan with a private outside door for his business associates to enter.
Features of the Callahan House
On the newel post of the stairway is an original bronze by August Moreau, with an inscription in
French "This age knows no pity."
The upstairs piano is an 1893 Steinway that was T.M.'s Christmas present to Alice in 1896. The former
lady of the Callahan House is still upset that her piano was moved from one room and still can be
heard playing it from it's original spot. Some have claimed to have seen her outside in the window.
There are beautiful beveled and leaded glass windows up and downstairs and two interior archways
from the parlor. The stairwell has a stained glass window inset.
In 1906, Alice Callahan purchased the lot to the south from the widow of Dr. Jones to create a formal
Italianate garden. The garden features an electric lighted fountain with Pan. The four statues are of
Bacchus and Artemis.
In April of 1902 the Callahans purchased the first automobile in Longmont. In December of the same
year the Callahans built an "automobile house." Built into the garage floor was a turntable. This
allowed the driver to leave the building without putting the car in reverse. Since T.M. Callahan did not
drive, his chauffeur was provided a second floor apartment in the "automobile house."
Locations Investigated
Carriage House (ground floor)
Callahan House (basement)
Callahan House (ground floor)
Callahan House (second floor)
Team Breakdown
Command
Richard Estep
2i/c Joey Stanford
Team 1
Kira and Seth Woodmansee
Sean Rice
Catlyn Keenan
Team 2
Linda and Jason Fellon
Anna Choate

Team 3
Randy and Robbin Schneider
Bob Waddell and Mindy Waddell
Reported paranormal activity at the Callahan House
Front door has apparently unlocked itself at night
Motion detector alarms set off in the empty, locked building – again, at night
Apparition of a woman in period dress (believed by some to be Mrs. Callahan) reported in second
floor front window
Investigators assembled at 18:00 hours and reviewed the layout of the Callahan House, taking the
opportunity to photograph the exterior of the house while daylight still remained. Walking the garden
and taking baseline photographs, we discovered drug paraphernalia along the wall adjacent to
Dickens Manor. The points at which utilities entered the building were located and logged, and a
suitable floor plan was drawn up. Baselining took place inside and outside the structure, with no
significant electromagnetic or temperature anomalies detected.
One particular point of interest involved a framed photograph discovered upstairs, located in the
room where the woman in period dress has been sighted. The monochrome photograph is of the A
side (i.e. facing the front garden and 3rd Avenue) side of the building, taken from the garden, of the
Callahan family and their automobile. The picture obviously dates to the turn of the century. When
looking at the A side of the house, it appears as though a dark-haired female figure wearing a white
dress-like garment of some kind is visible in the upper window in which Mrs Callahan is supposedly
seen. While it is possible that this is a reflection of clouds in the window, this appears to be unlikely
because the day is overcast and no similar reflections occur in other windows of the house or the
glass windows and lamps of the car.
Attempting to replicate this image while the light held out, we placed BCPRS investigator Anna Choate
in the front upstairs window with a white tablecloth draped around her torso (she happens to have
long dark hair, much as the “figure” in the photograph appears to). A variety of photographs were
taken, varying Anna’s pose and position. Our photograph in which Anna was physically leaning
forwards and making contact with the window, looks remarkably similar to that found in the picture
frame. It is interesting to note that there is a shelf/inner ledge to the window in question, which
means that either the figure of an adult was pressed against the glass by kneeling on the ledge, 
or
the
figure of a child was 
standing
on the ledge. It is impossible to tell which. But in order to achieve the
same effect, Anna had to lean forwards against the window pane itself – standing back even two feet
did not achieve the same effect.
As darkness fell, BCPRS investigator Linda Fellon took some photographs of the A side using her full
spectrum camera. While poring over the frames, she noticed a fascinating anomaly on two of them.

The photographs are attached to this report for illustrative purposes:
Frame 555:
The silhouette seen in the central ground floor window is that of a BCPRS investigator. But overlaid
against the window is what appears to be a purplish silhouette (purple being an indicator of heat on a
full-spectrum camera) of some kind.
Frame 556:
This frame, shot approximately one second after frame 555, shows a purplish silhouette that a
number of people who have examined this image believe to be human-shaped. In fact, the
photograph resembles the figure of a woman in period dress, with the outline of a “hooped”-type
skirt, and possibly a bonnet on her head.
Frame 557:
Devoid of anomaly.
Ockham’s Razor would suggest that the most rational explanation for the light anomaly appearing in
frames 555 and 556 is lens flaring. A counter-argument could be made that the anomaly appears in
two consecutive frames, then disappears in the third (it is not present in frame 554 either), and it is
odd that the flaring does not occur in the numerous other photographs taken at the same time, in the
same location, by the same photographer, with the same camera. It is up to the individual observer to
decide upon whether they believe the anomaly to be paranormal in nature or merely lens flare. I do
find it interesting that the anomaly appears directly beneath the window in which Mrs Callahan’s
apparition has been reported.
Investigative personnel and guest observers were divided up into two teams (see breakdown listed
above) and dispatched for EVP experimentation at 21:30.
Team 1 went to the basement, Team 2 went to the carriage house, and Team 3 went to the second
floor. Three camera battery failures were reported amongst the attached civilian city employees.
At 21:26 Rem-pod in the team 3 room going off on its own, per Randy. No satisfactory explanation for
this was found.
Unedited log entries, as entered by team members directly, follow.
Team 1 21:30-22:15
Nothing much of note for Team 1. Lots of background noise from HVAC system and pipes regularly
turning on and off. No movement on the K2. At one point Kira invited any spirits present to make
contact and the needle of the trifield swung from 2 to 3, but other than that was quietly hovering
between one and two for the rest of the session.
Team 2 21:30-22:15

2150 Anna felt dizzy as soon as we entered the c side of the upstairs carriage house…nothing
followed.
Various clicking noises from different areas, primarily the A zone was involved for all of the noises
with a-d & a-b areas being the primary spots.
Lower level click noise in A-D corner.
*Note* the baseboard heaters were noisy and could be part of the click noises
Also with the Ovilus we asked, “What was your favorite area of the house?” The answer was
“Outside”
The ladies Anna and Linda also think they heard a faint male voice…indiscernible voice.
Team 3 21:30-22:15
At 9:26pm, Rem Pod alarmed. Video camera on it. M Pod added by Joey at 9:31pm. M Pod lit up with
2 lights after 10 mins. @ lights stayed on for 22 mins…then went to one light, which remained on
through session. At 10pm, Robbin asked the “spirits” to go down to the dining room and, “get Joey’s
attention.”
Ovilus hits per Randy: “Steven”, “Mirror”, “Derek”. Mirror found in closet upstairs engraved with “In
loving memory of Steven Jessen”, a former house manager. When Joey called a close to this session at
22:15 the Ovilus stated “break!”
Cindy’s Ovilus stated “foliage” and “outside.”
Note from 21:30-22:15 session:
At 22:00, Joey and I heard heavy footsteps and the sound of something heavy being dragged upstairs
from Team 3’s location. Thinking it was them, we got on the radio and asked if they were moving
anything – Robbin had gotten up to move a sensing device, but had tiptoed and did not move
anything heavy. At 22:30 we tried to duplicate this, waiting in silence in the ops center while Robbin
went upstairs accompanied by Seth. The sound of her moving was almost imperceptible. We have no
explanation for the heavy footsteps and sound of moving object.
22:45
Rempod is still flashing randomly up in room against the D side (where figure appeared in
window).
23:00 Teams sent to new locations, personnel unchanged:
23:02 Mindy, Rhonda (city) and Barb (city) heard footsteps going down from the dining room
staircase. Barb also heard talking and giggling on that staircase at the same time as the feet on the
stairs. When we checked, nobody was downstairs and people had been standing in front of the door
to the basement throughout this event.

23:10 EVP session 2 begins
Team 1 – Second floor
We heard a few thumps and determined it was the attic team. At 11:20 Kat asked for a repeat of the
clinking glass and at approx. 11:27pm it was asked by Dee (city) if the ghost could go and pinch
another investigator.
Team 2 – Attic
Nothing to report, only random Ovilus words.
Team 3 – Carriage house
At 11:20pm-Randy and Donna (city) heard a growl come from next to him, in the first floor. It was
described as male (“stomach growl” per Donna, “deep and male” per Randy). At 11:25pm the cabinet
behind me was found to have opened up. It was definitely closed several mins prior – Donna saw the
cabinet was open and it had been in her field of vision the entire time. Team 2 confirmed that it was
closed throughout their previous time in the carriage house. At 11:28pm Bob and Robbin heard a
female say ”saw” (same time as Dee asked for something to happen to an investigator), or something
very close to that (precisely the time Barbara . Sounded like it came from next to Robbin. A few mins
later, several people heard what they described as an electric saw, come from outside. When Randy
checked outside, no further sounds were heard- this was at 11:32pm. The Ovilus III said the names:
Kathy (followed by the word cousin), Monica (Followed by the words fear, mountain, wind and
storm), Randy, Rhonda, Carol, Larry, James, Don (followed by the word father), Jan, Sandra. At
11:41pm, I asked for someone to knock on the floor, and the Ovilus III immediately said the word
floor.
Joey leaving at 00:45 due to GI illness
The Waddells also leave at 00:45.
00:50 Third EVP rotation:
Team 1 – Carriage House
Zilch.
Team 2 – Second floor
Again, nothing much to note except the vibration pod went off twice at approximately 0127
Team 3 – Ground floor (dining room)
Footsteps believed to be heard on the stairs. Randy reports seeing shadow that did not appear to
originate with anybody in the moved down the stairs from the top of the stairwell.

01:15
Robbin and Alfrieta (City of Longmont cleaning staff) go downstairs to basement to conduct EVP
experimentation.
Approx 01:20
Linda with team 2 requests something go downstairs to the basement. At about the
same time, Robbin and Alfrieta state that a black cloud is witnessed for approximately 90 seconds.
The “black cloud” reported by Robbin and Alfrieta in the basement was visible for several seconds
only, and they were unable to capture it on camera. We were unable to determine whether it relates
to the shadow which Randy reported seeing moving down the stairs. It was our sincere hope that a
final experimentation session conducted in the basement might allow us to try and capture evidence
of the black cloud reported by Robbin and Alfrieta, or the moving shadow without apparent origin
that Randy had witnessed.
01:50
Impromptu basement EVP session attempting to recreate conditions from 01:20. Session ends
at 02:45. Nothing of an abnormal nature was detected during this session.
The Schneiders left at 03:00.
Alfreda, Cat, and Kira in basement. For the first time we had K2 activity, when Kira and Cat began
asking if something was there. We got a flicker of the second light and as we encouraged it, the lights
lit up to the third one. We asked whether the presence had been messing with the other teams and
got the K2 spiking to the third light periodically, though no consistent yes or no answers. After about
10 minutes or so it went quiet, except for one brief flicker to 2 as we were leaving.
All BCPRS and cooperating investigators had cleared the premises by 04:00.
During the subsequent evidence review, no anomalous EVP or abnormal sounds were discovered in
the digital audio files that could not be explained rationally. Some investigators did report sounds
which at first seemed unusual, but were traced back to such things as clothes rustling. What was
believed to be a “saw-like” noise, turned out to originate from the streets outside, once the audio file
was cleaned up by a qualified sound recording engineer.
It is important to note that the dragging sounds/footsteps heard by Richard and Joey, which seemed
to emanate from the second floor, were never satisfactorily explained. They do not appear on digital
recordings of that particular timeframe. However, both investigators are adamant regarding what
they heard (the sound of something heavy being dragged, like furniture being moved) and their
testimonies match.
We would like to thank Rhonda, and the employees of the City of Longmont, for allowing us the
privilege of investigating the historic Callahan House.
Photos:

